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8 one of the Points of your poli- 
tical Creed, for which you have 
: A. moſt ſtruggled, and in Defence 
of which you have gained moſt Honour, 
is the Liberty of the Preſs, I cannot fit by 
an unconcern'd Spectator, having the Ho- 
nour to call myſelf a Whig, and ſee this 
darling Privilege epenly and publickly at- 
tacked under Countenance of Men in 
Power, without endeavouring to alarm you, 
and to excite that Spirit in defending, which 
you haye formerly exerted ſo 5 in ac- 
: quiring. 
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I cannot pretend to gueſs what fo dan- 


Plan the M 


— try have laid in 


their Secret Cabinet, that makes Them 
find it neceſſary to burſt through the Uſa- 
ges of Parliament, and to threaten the 


Liberty of the Preſs. The former has 
already been put in Practiea by Men Who 


call themſelves Whigs, who receiv'd what- 


ever Knowledge They have in a Whig- 


ſchool, and who, till the late Coalition, 
ſeem'd to reckon Septennial Porliaments 


the greateſt Security of Enghſh Freedom. 


For the latter, as they have met with more 


Indulgence from the Preſs than any Mini- 
fters that ever govern'd in England, it is 


the greateſt Ingratitude, and the greateſt 
. of their favourite affected Candour, 


of the Preſs as Contempt, and on Them- 


ſelves as inſignificant, till They have been 
treated like other great Miniſters. They 


may perhaps ſerve for Parallels to future 


Miniſters of little Genius ; but to which 
chat are dead do They expect to be cam- 
pared? | 


However, as 3 are Gaily Hints 8 


out at reſtraining the Liberty of the Preſs, 


i 2} ORE to 


o quarrel with what has hurt them fo 
little; ; unleſs they look upon the Silence 


EF 

to feel the Temper of- Mankind, and to 
pave the Way for the Attempt; it can only 
be ſuppoſed that they have ſome Scheme in 
reſerve, that will not bear Examination, 
nor ſtand Reply, and that as They are 
choofing a New — to force it 
down. our Throats, ſo They will have a 
Licenſer to check any Obſervations that 
may be made upon it, and to Rifle any 
a Appeals that may be made to the People 

| againſt 1 it. 

- That I may not be conſe of aſſerting 
any Thing without Foundation, I beg my 
Readers to look over a News-paper, called 
the D— 4 avowedly countenanced by 
Y the M——y; in that of the Twenty 
= eighth of laſt May are theſe Words: What 
Pity is it that one of the moſt invaluable 
Bleffings we enjoy as Engliſhmen (the Li- 
 berty of the Preſs) ſhou'd be productive of 
fo great an Evil— as what? to furniſh the 
Enemies of the Government— with what? 
—with ſo many trifling Complaints againſt 
the Conduit of its Miniſters. Trifling 
Complaints are indeed a very great Evil! 
yet what our fretful Ms think a ſuffi- 


cient Excuſe for 15mg away the OY of 
the Preſs. 
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This was one of the firſt Signals fired 


to raiſe the Miniſterial Poſſe againſt the 


Preſs, and has been duitfully and frequent- 


ly repeated in the ſame daily Paper, and in 


it's Companion the G— 4A— ; for which 
I recommend them to the proper Diſtinction 
which they deſerve from the Publick, who, 


I do not doubt, will diſcourage. ſo impu- 
dent an Attempt by an inſtant Negle& of 
ſuch infamous Papers. 


The Way thus paved, the little Pop Guns : 


thus fired, it was Time for a more eminent 


Commander to appear and dignify the At- 


tack : Accordingly a Chief, who certainly 


owes better to the Preſs, which has groan- 


ed beneath his Labours in ſundry Shapes, 
and teem'd with Paſtorals, Perſian Letters, ; 
Songs, Satires, Journals and Pamphlets of 


all Kinds, Ren Libels on the K — to Pa- 


- negyricks on St. Paul; this letter'd. Chief 


ſteps forth and brandiſhes his Hackney 


Lance, like another Quixote, to the great 


Diſmay of all Literature, which He has 
not been content to e Fol as an Author, 


but would demoliſh as a Miniſter. 


This Man I fay, thus ſpeaks the Senſe 
of the Coalition, after a Slap at the very 


Dignity of Parliaments, which He ex- 
Er preſſes 


(5) i 
preſſes by an Anxiety about Parliamentary 
Squabbles,—But Parliament, or Preſs are 

equally Trifles to a Patriot, who has made 
his Market by both. Let us hear his 

Words: They might, without any Danger, 
exert with Spirit and Vigour the full Pou- 
er of Legal Government, check and even 
Suppreſs the infamous Licence of the Preſs, 
unknown to all other Ages and Nations, 
and deſtructive of Civil Society. 

O Author, is it poſſible, can there 
be ſuch a Profligacy in the Nature of Man 

as to carry him through the writing ſuch a 

Paragraph as this, after all Speeches made, 
all the Papers wrote in Defence of the 
Prefs in its utmoſt Latitude ? Unleſs all 
that former Virtue was counterfeit, or all 
the preſent Sanctity, Hypocriſy, bluſh and 
retract! or fairly tell the Publick, that 
you think every Calumny was lawful, 
that tended to aſperſe your Enemies in 
Power, every Infinuation is to be ſtifled, 
now you are powerful your (elf, Oc 
if the Licence of the Preſs was ſo un- 
known, whence did you draw all the 
Precedents that you have quoted in Defence 
_ of it? If it is fo deſtructive to Society, was 
it only i in the Period of your own Patri- 
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- Pupils the Tories I know not; They beft 
| know whether they will liſten to his new 
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(69 
otiſm that it was harmlels aid allowable! 
But I drop the Author to return to bis 


Book: What Succeſs it may have with his 


Doctrines; and tho" He is fo ample in his 


' Promiſes and Offers, I ſhould not think, 


after what has 1 that "TIO would 


much rely on either. 
But ſo ſcrious, ſo eſſential a Privilege 1 ; 


furely not to be thus boiĩſterouſſy treated 
with Impunity; nor can T believe, that 


mould the leaſt Reſtraint be attempted to 
be laid upon the Preſs in a Parliamentary 
Way, that venerable Body could be biaſ- 


ſed to conſent to it; tho' I own that future 


Parliaments may be terrified into what no : 
miniſterial Authority could extort from 
former Aſſemblies. They now ſubſiſt at 


the Pleaſure of a Miniſter, and if refracto- 


ry, may be caſhiered at Will. The only 


Method that I can think of to diſcourage 
ſo flagrant and ſo audacious an Attempt on 

one of our moſt valuable Privileges, 1s for 
the Parliament to intetpoſe firſt, and een- 


ſare ſuch a Doctrine in its Infancy; no 


Miniſter will be hardy enough to ſet on 


Foot ſuch a _ if the- Repreſentatives of 
the 


0 7 Y 
: de Nation have ſtigmatized ſuch a S. leds 
in it's Embrio, and branded the Mini- 
ſterial Scribbler * durſt des ſuch 
Opinions. 2 
But before 1 examine e the Materials of 
this impudent Performance, it may be ne- 
ceſſary to aſcertain the Principles of the 
Author, which being once cleared, Thoſe 
to whom, and Thoſe againſt Whom He 
writes will be the better able to judge 
what Streſs is to be laid on his Arguments. 
„ three great Parties that divide this, 
Nation are Whig, Tory, and Jacobite ;' 
I do not mention the flying Squadron of 
Patriots, Thoſe Corſairs in Politics, who 
hang out the Colours alternately of any: 
People that are at War, the better -to prey 
on both Sides T 
The Principles of the Whigs, 1 take to 
be, Liberty (under which is included the 
Liberty of the Prefs) as eſtabliſhed by the 
Revolution; Submiſſion to the King, as 
Part of the Legiſlature, and Reſiſtance to 
any Part of the Legiſlature that aſſumes a 
Power not inherent 1 in it by the Conſtitu- 
tion. | 
Z The Tories are for a higher Reverence 
of the Royal Authority, and deſire that the 
1 Pow- 
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(8) 
Power called Prerogative ſhould exiſt in 
ſome Degrees independently of the Conſti- 
tution; thou gh whatever the Letter-Writer 
may pretend, the Tories departed from 
the Doctrines of Paſſive Obedience and 
Non Reſiſtance, whereas he owns himſelf, 


pag. 6. th 
William's Title. 


Title, the moſt Whig Title on Record; 


and in pag. 1 3. to own that they maintain 
the old Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience? 
Away, as the Author ſays, with ſuch Child- 


1fhneſs . / Did they reſiſt K. JR" on the 
Principles of Non Reſiſtance? 


For the Principles of the Iacobites, Wey 


are evidently circumſcribed within the De- 
fire of reſtoring the Houſe of Stuart; if 
J put it in other Words, and ſaid, chey 7 
wiſhed to overturn the Houſe of Hanover, * of 
I might include the Letter-Writer, which | 
is not my Intention; though after the Bat- 

tle of Dettingen, He and his Faction took 


large Strides towards making the Houſe of 


had no' Quarrel 'with K. 
7 But a Man who writes 
for a Miniſtry, and would draw all Par- 
ties into one Comprehenſion under that Mi- 
niſtry, muſt be pardoned ſome Contra- 
dictions. Is it not a Contradiction, to ſay 
the Tories acknowledged K.  Willian' 8 


3 
* 
. * 
& 


40 


Hanover. ſo odious in the Eyes of this 
Nation, that the Stuarts almoſt conſtrued | 
it into Zeal for their Service; witneſs one 
of the Pretender's Declarations, where he 
gives the Diſaffection on the Subject of the 

Hanover Troops as the principal Motive 
to his Undertaking, But I will paſs the 

Letter-Writer his Jacobitiſm, as He diſ- 
claims it, though I take active Jacobitiſm, 
that is only founded on perſonal Diſcontent 

or perſonal Ambition, to be worſe and 
more dangerous, than that ſpeculative Sort 
which owes it's Birth to F or Edu- 
cation. 5 
1 might give up too his not being 4 
Whig, as He calls himſelf a Tory ; but 


= as that is only to ſerve a preſent Purpoſe, 


as to ſerve others He has called himſelf a 
Whig, I ſhall not ground my Aſſertion of 
his not being a Whig on his own Declara- 
tion, but on his audacious Menace to the 
Liberty of the Preſs; a Threat that never 
came out of the Mouth of a Whig, even 
though he were a Firſt Miniſter ; and to 
that curious Paragraph in the above-quoted 
page 13. where He maintains, that the 
Duty of Paſſive Obedience is due either to 
all eftabliſhed Governments, or to none: By 
.C this 


(1) 
this Nele Paſſive Obedience was 655 to 
James the Second's Government, or to 
none: That was an Eſtabliſhed Govern- 
ment. It was equally due to Olfver Crom- 
wells, and may become fo to the preſent 
M- try's, when they ſhall have totally 
laid aſide Parliaments from their Diſlie of 
Parliamentary Squabbles, as they have al- 


ready aſſumed a Power of Diffolving Them 
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Wo at Pleaſure ; and when they have Checked 
it or even ſuppreſſed the Liberty of the Preſs. 
i | You, Gentlemen, who are Whigs (I ſpeak 
| | to you as ſuch, abſtractedly from all Mini- 
lit ſterial Connections) will pleaſe to examine 
if this Pofition of our Author's, will conſider 
= what Superſtructures may be raiſed on it, 
mwi.ill conſider what abſolute Power is aimed 


at by theſe Doctrines of ſuppreffing the 
Liberty of the Preſs, and of Paffive Obe- 
dience being due to all Eſtabliſhed Govern- 
ments indifcriminately. You will reflect 
whether Magna Charta, the Bill of Rights, 
and the whole Tenour of the Revolution 
be not toto Clo repugnant to this Don 
Quixote, who would force every Body to 
own the Comelineſs of his Dulcinea mini- 
ſterial Power, 3 their Eyes and their 
b Senſes, 


: 


«Md 


(2) 


Senſes, their whole Lives and their Prin- 


ciples combine to diſagree with Him. 
When the Bill for ſubjecting the Stage 


to the Power of a Court Officer was 
brought into Parliament, every Body muſt 
remember, to his Immortal Honour, with 
what Eloquence, what Force of Argu- 
ments, and Power of Wit, the honeſt 
Earl of Cbeſterfield combated ſo dangerous 
an Innovation, From the ſame unanſwer- 


able Tongue Whiggiſm ſtill expects her 
Preſervation. His Lordſhip, though a 
Miniſter, has never dipped his Pen in dirty 


Attacks on the Preſs, which has given 
the World ſo many laſting Orations of His 
in Defence of Liberty, nor employed his 
Wit and his Learning to re-eſtabliſh ex- 
ploded Opinions, and nonſenſical Doctrines. 


The voluntary Approbation that all Men 


give to his being in Place does Him Ho- 
nour. Did he reſemble ſome of his Aſſo- 


ciates, no Monkiſh Syſtem of Paſſive Obe- 


dience could extort their Applauſe. Nor 


has he ever wrote Addreſſes to Tories, on 


Tory Principles, to flatter the fluctuating O- 


pinions of ſome that call themſelves Whig- 


Miniſters, but whoſe Genius is certainly 


belt ſuited to the narrow gloomy Notions 
IP G2 E: = 


7 
| of Paſſive Obedience and Non Reſiſtance, 


as to thoſe Doctrines too they can only owe 
Security from their perpetual Alarms and 


Fears. But I digreſs . What I would 
have ſaid, was, that when the Play-Houſe 
Bill was in Agitation, the then Patriots 
propheſied moſt roundly, that if the Li- 


|  berty of the Stage was once abridged, it 


would be followed by an Inquiſition for 
the Preis: and when the Plays of Mallet 
and Thomſon were prohibited, did not they 
plume Themſelves, and very juſtly, with 
having the Preſs ſtill open to convey the 
Sentiments of Liberty to the Nation? I. 
call on thoſe Authors, who have never 
diſhonoured thoſe Sentiments to riſe up in 
Defence of the threaten'd Preſs, and do it 
the Juſtice which they particularly owe it. 
But our Parliamentary Patriots have it ſeems 
determined to be true Prophets, and be- 
cauſe the old Miniſtry did not accompliſh | 
their Prophecies, are reſolved to do it 
themſelves ; and make a Point of putting 
in Execution a Scheme which they thought 
cou d onſy be attempted by S. R. VW. 

It remains only to be proved now, that 
the Letter-Writer is no Tory, as for the 
preſent Job he wou'd be thought, He 
"> 109% 1 


(13) 

fays, P. 9, that the Way for Tories to re- 
cover their Character, which by the Way 
I do not know that they have loſt; the 
Patriots have loſt their Character, and this 
Author, who can direct People to find 

what they have not loſt, as Conjurers do, 
who direct Folks to ſtolen Goods which 
they were Accomplices in ſtealing, will, 
I believe, ſcarce be able to find out a 


5 Noſtrum for re-eſtabliſhing a Patriot's Cha- 


racter; in ſhort his Method is, for them 
to do their firſt Works, as well as to pro- 
eſs their. old Principles—doing their firſt 
| Works is oppoſing Whigs, which they 
do ſurely, and till He has proved they 
| have not profeſſed their old Principles, the 

World will be inclined to believe they have 
but here comes the reſt of the Receipt ; 
by Reverence to the Perſon of the King, 
by diſcountenancing the ſaucy Democratical 
Spirit of Sedition, and by a Religious Ob- 
ſervance of the Laws according to their 
Oaths and their Allegiance. I will join 
Iſſue with Him on theſe Premiſes, and 
would be glad to know, whether on theſe 
Principles a Staunch Tory can accept of 
the blank Commiſſions, which he offers 
them with miniſterial Authority, and 


whether 
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( 14 ) 

whether Toryiſm will ſuffer its Diſciples 

to league with the preſent ruling Faction? 
Let me aſk a few fair Queſtions; Have 
the Tories ſhewed a Want of Reyerence 
to the King? Have they ſaucily obtruded 
themſelves upon him, into his very. Cl6- 
__ Have they, after infulting him per- 
nally. on the Affair of his German Domi- 
_ and after contributing to proſcribe 
his electoral Troops, which occaſion'd the 
Loſs of the moſt fatal Battle that England 
ever ſaw, have they thruſt themſelves into 
his Preſence and his Councils? Have the 
Tories forced Miniſters upon him, ag well 
as from him? Was it the Tories who, in 
the Heat of Rebellion, ſeditiouſly deſerted 
his Royal Side, becauſe he did not care to 
truſt one of their Body at ſo dangerous a 
Conjuncture with one of the moſt impor- 
tant Poſts in his Council? Have the Tories 
done all this? If they have, they indeed 
have wanted Reverence to the Perſon of 
the King, ought to be reclaimed to do their 
firſt Works, and taught to. profeſs their old 
Principles, which, ſurely are not conſiſtent 
with any of the Works and Principles. of 
the preſent Miniſtry. A ſaucy. democrati- 
cal TO of Sedition appears in the In- 
ſtances 


( 15) 
ſtances I have named, as religious Obfer- 
_ wance of the Laws is moſt contradiftory to 
aʒ Spirit that preaches up a Suppreſſion of 
the Liberty of the Preſs. From all this I 
3 infer, that no real Tory can be Author of 
this Libel, eſpecially as no Tory thinks his 
Party ſtands in Need of recovering their 
Character. What the Author means by 
their having loſt it, I ſuppoſe was their 
formerly having been confounded with the 
Jacobites. That Imputation they ſurely 
wiped off, by the Zeal of their whole 
Party for his Majefty in the Time of the 
| Rebellion; not by perverſe and peeviſh 
Oppoſition of his Royal Will, not by aban- 
doning Him while it was raging, but by 
Addreſſes, Subſcriptions, Aſſociations for 
his Defence. When the Pretender marched 
to Derby, did one Tory join Him? In- 
_ deed who did in England, but a few pi- 
tiful Vagrants; ſo that I ſhould think even 
23 ſuppoſed Jacobites had wiped off that Aſ- 
ſperſion, and had untrod their Steps; that 
they had even verified what has been fo 
often aſſerted by the noble Earl abovemen- 
_ tioned, that Jacobitiſm was extinguiſhed 
in England. But all theſe Proofs have no 
Weight with this Author; in his Eyes 


no- 


(16) 
nothing can recover a loſt Character, but 
voting with the preſent Miniſtry, accept- 


ing Places under them, Paſive Obedience 
to any Eftabli ſhed. Government whatſoever, 
and a Diſpoſition to check, or even ſup- 
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preſs the Liberty of the Prefs. Ingredi- 
ents equally new and curious, and every 1 
one of which I have known have the di- | 
rect contrary Effect to what the Author | 
: propoſes, videlicet, Recovery of | . | 
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al ter. 
4 Having thus fully proved, that the A- 


thor in Queſtion is no Whig, no Tory, 
8 nor profeſſed Jacobite, it remains that He 
1 can only be of that illuſtrious Denomina- 
tion, Apoſtate Patriots; I ſay Apoſtate, 
becauſe no true Patriot would either diſ- 
courage the Liberty of the Preſs, or en- 
courage Paſſive Obedience. An Apoſtate 
would do both; from the former, He 
would live in Apprehenſione of hearing of 
his broken Oaths, of his Party and of his 
Country betrayed, and tho' in Public He 3 
may ſupport all theſe Accuſations with an 
unembarraſſed Countenance, in private they i 
muſt torture him to the Soul, mortify his 
Vanity, and embitter even the ſweet Plea- | 
2 | ſures | 


| (7 

fures of Power and Profit; for whoſe 
Sake too he muſt wiſh to re-eſtabliſh that 
exploded Doctrine, Paſſive Obedience, 
which has never been treated of ſeriouſly by 
any Man of Senſe, ſince the Days of Queer 
Anne, till this maquiloquent Scribler, to 
uſe a ridiculous Word of his own Coining, 
drew it out of its Obſcurity, and out of the 
Lumber of Libels, with which he had 
furniſh'd his Library, when he was a Con- 
troverſial Writer c on the other Side of the | 
Queſtion, - 
I muſt deſire my Readers to make this 
Reflection with me, that our preſent Rulers 
have diſſolved the Parliament in an Uncon- 
ſtitutional Manner, and are ſtriking at the 
Liberty of the Preſs, like Tories, and treat 
Majeſty with the Dictatorial Inſolence of 
the Whigs in the Time of Charles the firſt; 
a happy Jumble of Principles, and the na- 
tural and conſtant Reſult of a partial Coa- 
lition ! I ſhall ſay but one Word more on 
the Subject of the Preſs, and then proceed 
to the Letter itſelf. I am aware that the 
Letter-Writer thinks to diſentangle himſelf, 
by. having called it the Licence of the Preſs: 
a frippery Art, and not of his own Inventi- 
on; it it has always been termed ſo by i the Ene- 


D mies 


( 28 ) 
mies of Liberty, and He may have picked 
the Expreſſion out of the Free Briton and 
London Journal, and ſome ſuch Traſh, 
which it was his Province to anſwer un- 
der the old Miniſtry. Suppoſe it is Licen- 
tious, it is a bad Effect, but from a glorious 
Cauſe, and with all it's Blemiſhes, I be- 
lieve this Country will not part with it to 
quiet an anxious Miniſtry, or a profligate 
Faction; They muſt deſerve better of their 
Country, before it makes them any ſuch 
Sacrifice. Beſides, let them reflect, that 
ſince one Tribe has come into Place, this 
Licence has totally ceaſed, from whence 
ſaucy Men will draw a ſhrewd Concluſion, 
that the very Perſons who complain of the 
| Grievance were the Authors of it them- 
ſelves. We ſee no Liſts now in different 
Colours of who voted for or againſt Han- 
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T over Troops; no Journals to aſſure Man- 
4 | kind, that whoever has a Place, muſt be 4 
i" : Villain ; ; no Grubſtreet Ballads on yel- Þ 
1 lows Saſhes, Brunſwick Mum, and pum- 


pernickle ; no fatirical Odes on new Mi- 
niſtries, no ſcurrilous Epitaphs on the 
Deaths of Princes, ſuch as that celebrated 
one, imputed to the ſame Author as this 
Letter to the Tories, Where a great Queen, 

| who 
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who on the Teſtimony of the Clergy made 


a moſt pious End, was faid to have- 
Unforg! ving, unforgiven died. 
Theſe were Licences, yet the Preſs was | 
never attempted to be filenced ; Mankind 
knew that it would be ſilent of itſelf, when- 
ever the Authors of ſuch Ribaldry got Pre- 
ferment. The King is now mentioned 
on every Occaſion with the higheſt Reſpect, 
and treated with it too, unleſs by the Fac- 
tion. The Miniſters are never mentioned, 
but to ſay that they are gone to their Villas, : 
or have given a ſumptuous French Dinner. 
But granting they were, are they to be 
facred too ?——Are Engliſhmen to be pro- 
hibited writing on their Conduct ? Are our 
Books to be uſhered into the World thus? 
Fai If tel outel Livre, par Ordre de 
Monſ. le Garde des Sceaus, & je crois que 
3 Pon peut en permettre } Impreſſion, Chloe. 
Are Patriots to beexempt from all Reproach, 
who have fomented Oppoſitions, given 
handle to Rebellions, made it diſgraceful 
to have Commerce wich Courtiers, and at 
laſt turned Courtiers themſelves? Are 
they with Impunity for the firſt Part of 
their Lives to brand half the Kingdom for 
Rogues, and for the latter Part to aſperſe 
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the other half as Jacobites.? But 1 have 
done with the Preſs, and do not doubt 


but it will remain inviolate, notwithſtand- 


ing the handle that has been given to diſ- 


credit it, by the libellous Writings of Pa- 


triots, and by this profligate Letter to the 
Tories. 


The Firſt Poſition which the n lays 


down, (vz.) The great Majority of the 


Tories, I hold not to be a true one, tho' 


1 fincerely believe that he thinks they are 
the moſt conſiderable Body of People in 
the Nation, by the Pains he has taken to 


get them over to his Faction; unleſs he 


bad thought them the moſt numerous, I 
have too high an Opinion of his Political 


Views, to believe that he wou'd have ven- 
tured diſobliging the Whigs ! in the Manner 


he has done in this Book. 


If the Tories are really ſo Colas a 
Body, how came. they at the laſt general 
Election, when the Parliament was carried 


againſt | the Whigs, to have ſo ſmall a Share 


in the Number of Members? Great Part 
of the Oppoſition was compoſed of Patriots, 
and of the remaining Part, if we will be- 
lieve the Letter-Writer himſelf, there 
was ſome Leayen of Jacobites, Now the 


only 


( 21 ) 
only Way for him to prove that two thirds 
of the Gentry and nine in ten of the Cler- 
gy are Tories, is to give up his Syſtem. of 
Jacobitiſm, | which all England ſeems to 
have renounced and exploded but himſelf, 
(and he only keeps it in Play, to beſtow 
on. ſuch Tories as ſhall not obey the Call 
in his Letter) and then probably a very 
conſiderable Part of the Nation may remain 
Tories. For the poor Whigs, after the 


Manner in which they have been treated by 


their Chiefs, or in which their Chiefs have 
ſuffered them to be treated by the Patriots, 
they muſt ſit down contented with the 
Character which this Auxiliary Ally of the 
M try has beſtowed on them, that 
7, bey « are a Faction, deſpicable and deteſtable 
in it's Origin; naturalh diſagreeable to all 
Princes, except, perhaps, in the unthinking 
Seaſons of Sedition and Confufion, 
A A Deſcription this, that if it had not 
been wrote by a quondam Patriot, any Man 
living would have taken for a Picture of 
modern Patriots; but it is a Boon this 
-S$07ſs-Orator beſtows on the Whigs, and 
1dare to ſay they will accept it with pro- 


oo found Silence and Submiſſion. 


The very next Paragraph ſeems to labour 
with 


(22) 
with a Contradiction to the foregoing. The 
Author aſks a Queſtion about K. Milli. am, 
who, he ſays, was firongly prejudiced in 
_ Favour of the Whigs. I thought they 
had been naturally diſagreeable to all Princes. 
The Queſtion is; how that King was con- 
tented to employ and truſt Tories? I will 
tell him; juſt as another King has been 
CONTENTED toemploy and truſt PA RI- 
' OT : becauſe he could not help it. They 
got the Majority in Parliament, and if he 
had not taken them into Pr Ack, they 
would have deſerted him in the heat of 
a War with France, and when his Do- 
minions were threatned with an Invaſion 
in Favour of the Pretender, Is that Queſ- 
tion anſwered? I can give much ſuch an 
Anſwer to the Interrogatory about Queen 
Anne, without indecently hinting at even 
ber Bedchamber, a barbarous hint, and 
certainly an artful Way of pleaſing 5 
Tories, who muſt be caught with Re- 
flections on their great and good Patroneſs, 
She was perſuaded to fill her Armies, Fleets, 
Council and Houſhold with Whigs, by 
ber Treaſurer, who ſhe knew was born 
and bred a Tory, who had been in the 
Treafury under her Father, and engaged 

1 in 


1 


( 23) 


in all the Schemes, that had drove the 


Whigs upon the Revolution : Exactly the 
Caſe, mutatis mutandis, of another Mo- 


narch, whoſe Treaſurer was a Whig origi- 


nally, but countenanced Letters to Tories, 
that offered them the right Hand of Fel- 
lowſhip. Perhaps this Queſtion is anſwer- 


ed too. 


The Parentheſis / (many of n angry, 


and to ſay the Truth, diſaffefted) is ſo ap- 


plicable to my looking on the Patriots in : 


the Light of Jacobites at the Time of the 
Hanover Troops, that I could not help re- 


marking it. 
Ins the next Page, he FO The bleſſed 


Whigs of thoſe Times ſpared no Pains to 
poſſeſs the Court with a Per ſuafion that : 


there were but two Parties in the Nation, 
Hanoverians and Jacobites. His own Aim 
ſeems to be to eſtabliſh the ſame Diſtinc- 
tion, Jacobites he has determined ſhall 


be one Party, under whom He intends 
ſhall liſt the Diſſenters (P. 16.) Republi- 


cans, another Set of Men that nobody 


knew exiſted till he diſcovered them, and 
a few Whigs, (P. 17.) the other, when 


he has got the Tories to Court, are to be 
Hanoverians, 5 after his own Example. 
P. 8. Is 


— 7 24 * 

P. 8. Is a Picture of the  Oppokition 
when the Patriots headed it. h 

The Behaviour of the Tories to "hs 
King, Ance they were rid of the Di ſaffec- 
tion and Petulance of . the young Whig Pa- 
triots, (P. 14.) ſufficiently proves that the 
whole Maſs and Body of the Tories was 
not corrupted. The Chief of them have 
been to pay. their Duty to the King, with- 
out deſiring to be paid for it; they exert- 
ed themſelves for him Girlie the Rebel- 
lion; they have unanimouſly concurred i in 
Parliamentary Addreſſes to him, and in 
ſupporting his great Meaſures. No inde: 
cent Expreſſions have been uſed in their 
Speeches, and though they have continued 
oppoſing Hanover Troops, no V irulence 
has been vented againſt them, nor any 
Poiſon diffuſed againſt their Maſter. The 
Tories thought and ſtill think thoſe Troops 
unneceſſary to this Country. They did 
not firſt oppoſe them with Bitterneſs, then 
clandeſtinely connive at them, and laſtly 
defend them without any Confuſion, They 


would have bluſhed if all the World had Y 
ſeen that they were not converted but cor- i 


rupted, 


The 


( 25 11 

The Picture of the Whigs in Page th, 
is as little advantageous, as that of the 
Tories in the preceding. He ſays, the 
bare Merit of hating Tories daily advances 
Dunces in the Law and Church ; the For- 
mer of which has ſeldom ſeen a Prefer- 
ment in it, but at the Recommendation of 
the preſent Great Man, who fo worthily 
| preſides over it, and who ſurely never 
cCountenanc'd Dunces ; and the Latter has 
not only at the Head of it a Prelate illu- 
* Aftrious for his Learning, and who never 
was reckon'd a Whig ; but the great Com- 
plaint of the Whigs has conſtantly been, 
that the Reverend Biſhop, who had fo 
long and fo great Power with Sir R. V. 
never recommended any but Tories. 

The Fleet and the Army, by this Draw- 
canſir's Account, who in the moſt foul. 
mouth'd Manner calls the Commanders in 
both, Cowards, though we hope in this 
daily. Preferiaent of Cowards, that he ex- 
cepts the brave Prince who commands our 
Forces, and to whom, as he has fo great 
Power in the Diſpoſal of Commiſſions, he 
makes but an uncouth Compliment, is as 
ill ſerved as the Church and Law; the 
King's Houſe, which he ſpares as little as 


E Queen 


( 26 ) 
Queen Anne's Bedchamber, is ſtuffed with 
Republicans; and leſt any Set of Men 
that ſerve the King ſhould eſcape his Cen- 


ſure, he declares, that Idiots are advanced 


every where. Such is the Language of a 
Man who complains of the Licenſe of the 


Pre! But when once Men have given 
up their Pens to abuſe, they can as little 
reclaim them, as Ladies can their Tongues ; 


if they ceaſe to defame the Court, they 
make themſelves amends, by aſperſing the 
Country. Even their Friends are ſome- 


times beſpattered in the general flinging of 
Dirt. When the Letter-Writer was call- 


ing all Men in Office Dunces and Idiots, 


his Warmth made him overlook the many 


Preferments heaped on his own Family, I 


ſhould tire my Readers with Repetitions of 


ſuch Railing, and of - Periods which ſuit 
none but Him and his Friends ; of his 
alternately reviling Whigs and Tories, 


the Former of whom he reſolves into Re- 


publicans, as he does the Latter into Jaco- 
bites, and of his treating with the utmoſt 


Contempt the poor offenſive, but nume- 
rous and loyal Body of Difſenters. I ſhall 
only obſerve, that if what I have ſaid elſe- 


where of the Patriots 'Behaviour to the 
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EK be true, the Author cannot hope 
to have it believd, that in their Hearts 
tb bey acknowledge Him for their King, nor 
' *Z that he, to whom they behave ſo undutifully, 


can be the King they mean, when they talk 
of Paſſfve Obedience and Non Reſiſtance. 


Paragraph will let us into the Secret of 
” Author's great View in this Letter. The 


their Duty to God—— Two exceeding 
good Leſſons, though hs of them im- 


to perſuade the Tories 70 vote with the Au- 
thor, and He has fairly open'd to them 


poſe had Weight with Himſelf. Being 
convinc'd that. their Principles will not im- 


mediately lead them after Him, by a blind 


ſee how much it will be for their Intereſt. 


P. 10. If they are not Jacobites, this 
who are the Republicans, whom we find 
1 ſo often mention'd in the Letter before me. 

I now come to the diſcloſing of the 
K firſt Part pretends to preſs on the Tories, 


their Allegiance to the King, as the Con- 
cluſion very ſoberly puts them in Mind of 


mediately vecedlary to be enforced on the 
Tories, who have not remarkably ſwerved 


in either. But the Drift of the Book is 


the very Arguments, which we may ſup- 


Sagacity, He takes true Pains to let them 
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Jacobite Cauſe and otherwiſe. 


628) 


He aſſures them, that in Conjunction with 
the Jacobites, they can do NOT HñING. 
The Patriots have done Sometbing in Con- 
junction with the Jacobites ; are the Tories 
greater Dunces and Idiots than the Patriots? 
But they have tried long and found it ſo. 
From what Cauſe? Becauſe the Patriots 
left the Tories in the Lurch, and have 
patch'd up with the Whigs, in the very 
Manner for which they ſo much abuſed 


the great Perſons who firſt quitted Oppoſi- 


tion on the Diſmiſſion of the old Miniſter, 
though it was the Point for which they 
| had always moſt profeſſedly ſtickled. He 

gives another Reaſon to ſhew why the 


Tories can do nothing in Oppoſition, which 


is the new Strength accruing to the Pro- 


teſtant Intereſt, by the declining of the 


Readers to take particular Notice of this 
emphatical Word OrRHRERWISZHZ, which 


will unravel all the Myſtery of falſe Pa- 


triotiſm, and confirm all that I have ad- 


vanced. Can any other Interpretation be 
given to this oracular Word, than, that 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion is ſtrengthen'd by 


the Decline of the Jacobites and by the 
Acceſſion of the Patriots ? T he Reſult of 


beg my 


which 


rr 
G 
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( 29 ) 
which Reaſoning will be, that the Patri- 
ots had weakened the Proteſtant Cauſe, — 


| 
5 and have been doing the Work of the Ja- | 
: cobites: A Concluſion that no Man in 


' 3 his Senſes will difallow. Surely, ſurely, 
the Patriots are not very happy in 


_ Tali auxilio, 5 nec Defenſiribus Ibis 


'8 The following Pages do nothing but ring 
the Changes, upon Votes, bandied about 
between Jacobites and Tories, Whigs and 
Diſſenters; Parliamentary Calculations on 
Intereſt in Elections, in which the Autor 
ſeems a great Proficient ; and the Progreſ- 
ſion of Principles from the higheſt Pinnacle 
of Jacobitiſm, to the loweſt Level of 
Heterodoxy and Republicaniſm, The Up- 
ſhot of the whole, is a Direction to Voters, 
which may be called the Rule of Compari- 
| ſon, by which they are to know exactly 
bow to chuſe Candidates by the Meaſure 
1 | of their Principles. The Degrees lie thus ; 
Z a Falſe Patriot, a Tory, a Church-Whig, 
a Diſſenting- Whig, a Republican, a Jaco- 
bite. This Rule once laid down, no other 
_ Conſiderations are to have any Weight 
with Electors; no Virtues may recom- 
mend a Man of wy one of theſe Claſſes 


in 
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in Preference to a Competitor, who takes 
the Paſs of Him by the Rule of Compari- 
ſon, Neighbourhood, Family-Intereſt, re- 
al Services done to a Borough, or to our 

Country, are never to be thrown into the 
Scale. A new Set of Weights, like thoſe. 

advertiſed to detect Counterfeit Guineas, 
will be ſtamped at the Treaſury, and diſ- 
tributed to returning Officers before every 
General Election. And as this Rule of 
Compariſon is made the Standard for Mem- 

bers of Parliament, ſo we may humbly 
apprehend that it will be applied to Candi- 

dates for Offices; - which will at leaſt be 
ſome Satisfaction to the Whigs, who will | 
thus know how ſoon it will come to their = 
Turn to be taken any Notice of, | 

It is every Day publickly denounced i in 

Print by the Miniſterial Writers, that the #3 

Country Party is at an End, and that there 
is no Diſtinction now but Courtiers and 

Jacobites; the Context of which Maxim 
is, that all Men will be treated as Re- TY 
bels, who will not be Creatures of the Mi- 
niſtry. Another Uſe in this Poſition is, MK 
that while the Phantom of Jacobitiſm is 

made to appear in terrible Shapes, and one 

can never know when nor where it will 


ſhew 


n 
gew itſelf, a Foundation is laid for keep- 
ing up the Army, -after the War ſhall be 
5 over. Paſſive Obedience and the ſilencing 
of the Preſs are Meaſures already entered 
upon, not only to render the preſent Mi- 
niſtry abſolute, but perpetual. A deep 
and dangerous Foundation, not fit to be 
ſpecified, is already laid for ſecuring their 
Power hereafter by Military Authority. 
We may depend upon it, that Men who 
profeſs two ſuch high flown Principles of 
Toryiſm, will not negle& the Third, and 
indeed the only one that can execute the 
= other two; yet the Letter-writer is ſo 
modeſt as not to hint at the keeping up the 
Army ; probably becauſe he knows Men 
cannot yet have forgot, that their favou- 
rite Orator pledged his Honour, if that is 
any Security, that the Army ſhould be 
disbanded as ſoon as Peace is proclaimed, 
As our Author has not touched on the Ar- 
my, I ſhall forbear to ſay more upon that 
Subject at preſent ; except to throw out, 
that as the Numbers of our Troops were 
YZ exceedingly exaggerated laſt Winter to ſerve 
'&F A Purpoſe, the fame Art of Political Ly- 
ing may be exerciſed to diminiſh - their 
: Megniude, when they are to be brought 
1 — over 
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thoſe Panics was the meditated Invaſion 
from Dunkirk in 1743, an Inſtance which 


his, who on receiving, in the Time of 
the laſt Rebellion, the Pretender's De- 


Another Panic I can recollect, was when . 


gination on the Coaſt of Suſſex, by a Cuſ- 


all its Terrors to his Superiors. If ridicul- $3 
ing that Panic occaſioned any Imputation 
of Jacobitiſm, I fear two thirds of the i 
Gentry, and nine in ten of the Clergy were 
| Tockongd Jacobites. | 
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over to enforce Faſſive Obedience and Non 


Reſiſtance. 


In Page 13th, the Author mentions 
fome of the Cauſes that have formerly oc- 
caſioned Imputations of Jacobitiſm ; one 
in particular, was the ridiculing unreaſon- l 
able and unſeaſonable Panics. One of 


the Author's Prudence had better have 
drop'd, in regard to a noble Friend of 


claration, printed two Years before, did 4 
confeſs, that now he did believe there | 
was ſomething in the Dunkirk Project. 


the Duke was ſtopped from demoliſhing 
the Rebels in their Flight from Derby, o- 
caſioned by the mighty Flota ſeen in Ima- 


tom-houſe Officer, and tranſmitted with 
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On ſumming up the Reaſons that ought 


to draw Tories to Court, and encourage 
Electors to vote for Court Candidates, he 
roundly and authoritatively offers all that 


| ſhall obey the Summons, the right Hand 


of Fellowſhip; ; a Practice that in other 
Words I ſhould call bribing Voters; and I 
ground my Opinion on his aſſuring them, 


2 that he Whigs will not be able to look How 


in the Face, either in Court or Parliament. 


This Expreſſion I interpret, (as one can 


only conſtrue an obſcure Author's Mean- 
ing by what appears to be his general Opi- 


nion) all Preferments in Court, and all 
Favours in Parliament ſhall be beſtowed 
on Tories; Whigs will be out of Coun. 
tenance, as Men are apt to be, who are 


lighted and neglected by thoſe whom they 


have ſerved, and from whom they have 


' reaſon to expect Kindneſs and e a 


They will hang their Heads, murmur 


wardly at the Ingratitude of their Leaders, 


and will. not be able to look in the Faces 
of their Enemies, who alone ſhall be fa- 


voured and prefer d by the Miniſter. At 
the ſame Time an handſome unintended 
enn on the poor Whigs, flips from 

this 


| 


N 
| 


y 
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this inveterate Writer; he ſeems to have 
no Notion, that the worſt Uſage can drive 
true blae Whigs on Oppoſition; I don't 
think it can; they will never venture to 
ſhake the Crown on his Majeſty's, Head, 
| becauſe: they are perſonally diſcontented 
and ill uſed by his Miniſtry. If they were 
capable of covering private Reſentment 
with the Maſk of publick Spirit, what 
ſhould hinder their n Tories, or 


even Patriots in the Face in any Quarter? 


They have looked them in the Face when 
they were headed by greater Men, greater 
Genius's, greater Spirits, than any that fi- 
gure now in the Front of Parties. They 
have looked Tories in the Face at Court, 


when the Oxfords and Bolingbrokes ſhons | 


upon them with all the Blaze of Power; 
and in Parliament when the Windhams 
and other illuſtrious Names reflected a Glo- 
ry upon Toryiſm, which the Author with 
all his Cabal, all his Protectors, all his Pe- 
dantry, are ſo far from matching, that it 
makes Men merry. to ſee ſuch ridiculous 
Characters, giving themſelves Airs of Im- 
portance and Protection, and aping Wis- | 
dom, _ Credit, and Aube. 1 
In 


In. ths: two or DF. next Pages is a florid 
Detail of the Advantages which the Mi- 
niſtry are to, and indeed I believe would, 
reap from this Coalition, ſuppoſing always 
that the Whigs remain as tame, as humble, 
and as patient, as they have been, and ſit 
down contented under the Slavery of the 
Preſs, as they have under the Diſſolu- 
tion of the Parliament, But there is one 
ſhocking and bloody Sentence which I can- 
not paſs over, and which points out to the 
Nation all the Lengths which this infamous 
Author would go, if he could eftabliſh His 
Tory Non Reſiſtance, He would 0 
what ? Mpet the blunted Sword of Fuftice 
This is indeed determining that there are 
not only Jacobites, but that they ſhall be 
perſecuted. Has not Juſtice had it's Scope? 
Has no Blood been ſhed? Has Scotland | 

ſuffered no Puniſhment ? Was the Act of 1 
Indemnity a raſh Act of his Majeſty's Na- 
tural Clemency, and will his Miniſters 
= cance] it? Where then is the Security of 
the Subject? Will the M try whet the 
= Sword, which Royal Mercy alone has 
1 blunted! What odious Doctrines! rather 
1 let che Army be brought over, than Juſtioe 


1 
be made the Inſtrument of an Let 
any Meaſures be taken to confirm their 
Power, rather than his M——ty's Sacred 
Name and Unbounded Forgiveneſs, i in 
which He excells all his Predeceſſors, 
ſhould be profaned and of no Effect! Such 
Maxims, to uſe the Author's own Words, 
pag. 19. may do the K— more Harm than 
a Troop or Regiment of Rebels, as I agree 
with him, that a Vote in the Houſe of 
Commons may do him more harm too: | 
Witneſs the Vote that turned over the 
Hanoverians to the Queen of Hungary, 
and occaſioned the Loſs of the Battle of 
. Raum. 1 
It appears to me a 8 Neglect in 
this Miniſterial Agent, when he was offering 
ſuch weigbiy Conſiderations to the Tories, 
that he entirely omitted mentioning Peera- 
ges. Is he ignorant that ſcarce any Thing 
now under a Coronet will be taken? A 
Man, who under former Miniſtries would 
have been happy with a Commiſſion of 
Hawkers and Pedlars, will now ſell his In- | 
tereſt at an EleQion for nothing leſs than a | 
| Barony? Corruption has gained ſo much 
. Ground, and Abilities are at ſo low an Ebb, 


1 that 
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that the firſt Honours of the Nation ate 
become as current in Purchaſes, as Bank- 
bills were formerly. The Red Ribband | 3 
become a Drug, that lies without Demand 


for it in the Miniſterial Shop : Nobody will 


accept it, but ſuch as deſerve it; and un- 
leſs we "TER Victories oftener chan we have 


much Reaſon to expect, Harry the Se- 
venth's Chappel will be deſolate; and the 
great Maſterſhip itſelf grow not only a 
Sine Cure, but what is worſe, of no Profit. 
Even the Garter is grown out of Faſhion ; 
unleſs the Modeſty of Mankind checks them 
from aſking it, while the greater Part of 5 


the Royal Family are without it. 5 
If the Country has a Friend, or even a 


wavering Well-wiſher, he is adopted into 
the Court, and purged of his Oppoſition 
in the Houſe of Lords. If a Lord has a 
4 Qualm, his Coronet may be new caſt—If 
mighty Dukes ſhould grumble— 
Emulſions are to ſettle their Stomachs? 


Have the Miniſtry no Way of indemni- 


fying themſelves, but by Sixteen new Peer- 
ages, for the Loſs of Sixteen Employ, 
ments, which a noble Earl ſtruck off their 


Liſt of Bribes, when he obtained the laſt 
ROD Flace- 


What 
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Place-bill; and was acquitting himſelf to 
his Country of his Promiſes, till a Set of 
hungry Patriots, who had no Intention of 
fulfilling their Engagements, and who had 
Couſins and Appetites enough to digeſt the 
whole Civil Lift, wreſted the imperfect 


Work out of his Hands, and pay the 


Nation with nothing. but Encomiums on 
their own childiſh Adminiſtration, and A- 
buſfe on every Set of Men, who have ne- 


ver ſhifted their Principles? But the Let- 
ter- Writer has not mentioned Peerages in 


don for the Digrefſion, 
Having enumerated Emoluments chat = 


i hs" Scheme, he next plays off 


Terrours—— and in very Claſſic Greet, 


aſſares all Men, both Trojans and Cbri⁰t 


his Bill of Rates, and therefore 1 beg pu- ET 


am, that they will be damned if they 


15 don't go to Court, pag. 22. — But I muſt 


not trifle on ſo ſerious a Subject; nor can 
I think it permitted me to play with my 
Religion, after the Manner of this Author. 


Having the Misfortune to believe all the 4 


immortal Truths of the Goſpel, I cannot 
venture to bend them to party Purpoſes ; I 


cannot aſſume an Authority of Gupenling _ 
I RR = 


— — 
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od's Thunder on all ho differ from me, 


f — 


* 6 whom, fot that Reaſon only, I brand 
as Jacobites. A. Man who has acted a 


Patriot for venal Ends, till he ſaw the 
Standard of Rebellion flying and inforibed 
with theſe Words, Deſrudtiom to Hano- 
vertans, and who how acts a Tory to whet 
the blanted Sword af Juſtice, and de ſtrby 
the Liberty of his Country, may take 
F reedoms Mrs Chriſt, and with the Spirit 


of Devotion, which a Man of leſs ambi- 


tious Profligacy would tremble at. I trem- 


ble at ſach Mockery, and 9 


not venture 
on it. Rather than be cafe > Hypocrite, 
I would endure the hated Name of Turn 
Coat, which, light as he makes of it, we 


may ſee has even wounded this hardened 
Author.— 


| Fa does it gall thee, Tartar | 


The unneceſſary Mention of this Term 
of Reproach, puts one in mind of Mur-. _ 
derers, who cannot help talking of, or even 
haunting the Scene of their Guilt, till "2 
they are detected and 6 Hou to Puniſh- 1 
| ment, | f 
ot hve 
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I have now with this ſaucy Per- 
formance, and it's frontleſs Author. He 
may perceive, and ſhall perceive, that Spite 
of his Menaces to the Preſs, there are 
honeſt Pens left, who will dare to lay open 
to their Country ſuch dangerous Practices; 
and they who have publiſhed, and they 


who have countenanced this audacious 
Book, may live to repent it. May their 
Names be tranſmitted to lateſt Infamy Fe 
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